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Couple’s volunteer service spans eight years at Woodland

John Vreugdenhil reviews a timed reading
test with second grader Liam Kerschner.

Woodland Elementary Volunteer of  the Year Lorri Vreugdenhil helps
second grader Kevin Hawkins glue cotton balls onto a milk carton.

They take on messy craft projects that
require paint and glue — and lots of it.

They welcome the chance to read with
students, correct papers, run copies for
teachers, cut out paper shapes for math
lessons, design scenery for school plays,
comb hair on picture day, or laminate
special projects.

Even the job of cleaning and baking more
than 100 potatoes for a school potato feed
doesn’t bother John and Lorri
Vreugdenhil. The couple has been
selected as one of this year’s volunteers of
the year.

Pick a day, almost any day, and one or
both of these volunteers can be found in
the office, hall, or classroom offering a
helping hand at Woodland Elementary
School. And their children don’t even
attend school there anymore.

After volunteering for eight years at
Woodland, the Vreugdenhils say it seems
natural to continue helping even though
their children have moved on to junior
high. “I enjoy working with the staff and
the kids – it’s a great school,” said Lorri.

Even when their children attended
Woodland, staff members say the
Vreugdenhils stood out among parent
volunteers because they never limited their
volunteer efforts to the classrooms in
which their children were enrolled.

“They are always willing to do whatever is
needed,” said second-grade teacher Carey
Saxton. “I cannot stress how positive,
caring, and helpful they are. And if they
are unable to finish a project the day that
they are helping out, they take it home.”

On a recent day at Woodland, John and
Lorri  tested second graders on their

reading fluency. Several
days later, Lorri was back
in another classroom —
this time kneeling down
next to students so she
could be at eye level as she
helped them glue cotton
balls onto a milk carton to
resemble a fuzzy bunny.

“What is great about the
Vreugdenhils is that no job is
too small or too big for
them,” said fourth-grade
teacher Katie Anderson.
“Cutting out shapes for a
math lesson is important
because they know it will
help students better under-
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stand a concept, and listening to a struggling
reader will help develop self-confidence.”

In his former job as an airline mechanic,
John worked night shift and volunteered at
Woodland in the morning. This year he has
a new day job helping to repair the Seattle
Monorail; however, he still arranges time
off to assist in the classroom.

Eva Marquis’s second-grade class broke
into applause when they heard about the
Vreugdenhils’ Volunteer of the Year
award. Marquis explained to students that
volunteers “are people who give up their
time to help people.”

Woodland Elementary Building Learning
Specialist Almai Malit-Idler, who inspired
the entire staff to nominate the Vreugdenhils
for the award, describes the couple as having
a “contagious, positive attitude.”

“There is no place at Woodland untouched
by the Vreugdenhils’ dedicated and talented
helping hands,” she said. “They have a
deep understanding of what it means to
contribute to the good of a greater commu-
nity, especially a learning community.”

See related articles on volunteer awards
on pages 6 - 9.
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Supported by families and our diverse com-
munity, the Puyallup School District challenges
students to achieve their academic, creative,
and physical potential.
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Connections  is published periodically by the
Puyallup School District as part of a communi-
cations link between the district and the com-
munity.  Its intent and purpose is to provide the
board and district staff a venue to inform com-
munity members about programs, goals, and
activities of public education in the Puyallup
School District.  Please direct questions or com-
ments to Karen Hansen, director of communi-
cations and executive services, PO Box 370,
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 841-8703;
or e-mail khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.  Re-
sponses, as appropriate, will be provided di-
rectly to those who contact this office.
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EditorEditorEditorEditorEditor: : : : : Susan Gifford
TTTTTececececechnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: Dale Carrington
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Susan Gifford, and Teresa Stover.

Puyallup School District No. 3 complies
with all federal rules and regulations and
does not discriminate or permit harassment
on the basis of  race, creed, color, marital
status, age, national origin, religion, or
disability. This holds true for all students
who are interested in participating
in educational programs and/or
extracurricular activities. Inquiries
regarding compliance procedures may be
directed to the district's Title IX/RCW
28A.640 Officer and Section 504
Coordinator (Larry Sera, Assistant
Superintendent of Human Resources) at
302 Second St., S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372.
Phone:  (253) 841-8645.

Nearly 300 students showcase projects
in “Science Explorations 2006”

Sixth grader Kyleen Woodke, of  Shaw Road Elementary School,
explains her science project to volunteer judge and community
member Janet Bosen. Students from 21 schools in the district
entered 283 projects in this year’s science fair held during the
Spring Fair at the Western Washington Fairgrounds. A record 80
judges volunteered to review the entries.  For additional photos,
visit the school district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

It should be no surprise that for many
years our classrooms in Puyallup have
been filled with parents and volunteers
who may not have children in school
but, fortunately, have the time, energy,
patience, and passion to help students
become successful.

This edition of  “Connections” is
devoted to the people and programs
that continue to make the Puyallup
School District’s volunteer programs
among the best in the state. We are
successful because those who volunteer
report great satisfaction with their
experience due to their interactive and

engaging relations with our students
who recognize the areas in which they
need to improve. Given our students’
readiness and desire to improve, our

volunteers can then become a friend, a
coach, a motivator, an advocate, and an
inspiration.

The individuals who make up our
volunteer programs come from a variety
of backgrounds and interests. Many of
the adult volunteers mentor students in
the areas of reading, science, spelling,
and math. Adults working with students
make a tremendous difference by
helping them improve their self-
confidence and by increasing the time
students spend learning basic skills.
Many of our students have the ability for
improved performance but may not
understand that by making an improved
effort and applying themselves, they can
overcome previous academic deficien-
cies. Here is where additional adult
volunteers come into the picture. The
high-quality personal relationships that
are built last a lifetime.

The district also values our positive
community partnerships with businesses,
civic organizations, local and regional
associations, and private organizations.
Pierce County, the City of Edgewood,
and the City of Puyallup are very much
needed and appreciated. These critically
important relations are built upon mutual
respect, trust, and community pride.

The fundamental priorities of the
Puyallup School District and community
partnerships are based, in part, on the
agreement and core belief that this public
education system must improve the
quality of education for all students.

In addition, we must effectively manage
and be accountable for state and local
funds for the improvement of student
achievement, use staff in the most
efficient and effective manner, and
annually monitor, review and — when
appropriate — redirect resources to
improve student learning opportunities.

I wish to applaud and recognize our
devoted volunteers and community
partnerships for making this district
stronger with their valued contributions.(photo courtesy of Rex Faubion)
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Parents, schools, and community partner for success
Our board recently adopted a Parent and
Community Involvement Policy.  This
policy codifies what we all inherently
know is true — the education of a child
reflects a partnership between parents,
schools, and the community. As a board
director and father of three boys in the
district, I see it clearly.

No one is more committed to my boys’
success than my wife and I. Their aca-
demic education is key to their future
success. Therefore, we want to take full
advantage of their opportunities in our
schools.

From an academic perspective, I am
thankful for the rigorous courses that our

schools offer to challenge our students. I
also like the expanded efforts to communi-
cate with parents. Most recently, online
grades allow us to see how our boys are
doing from home. However, I am even
more thankful for teachers who care
enough about our children to call home
when they see something going awry.
These are uncomfortable calls for all

involved, but they are critical to my role as
the parent. They give me the chance to
help my kids stay on track. However, this
partnership for my kids’ success goes well
beyond the classroom. My children have
grown significantly on the athletic field
and on the performing stage. Dedicated
staff and parents put in countless hours to
support these programs!

I am continually amazed at our district
parents’ commitment to supporting our
students. We have thousands of volun-
teers in our schools and classrooms. Our
PTAs and booster clubs are doing more
than ever. Last fall, I attended a Missoula
Children’s Theater production of  “The
Jungle Book” with a Shaw Road Elemen-

tary student cast — all funded by the
local PTA.

Lastly, this partnership extends to the greater
community. Good Samaritan Hospital
supports reading tutoring at Stewart Elemen-
tary; and Costco, Boeing Employees Credit
Union, and Top Foods provide much needed
school supplies. Our Rotarians, Kiwanians,
and other service organizations sponsor high
school service clubs and scholarships. And
the list goes on. We have countless businesses
working in partnership with our schools.

Raising my boys is the most challenging
and rewarding job I do — and the stakes
are high. I am thankful for my partners in
the effort.

Third grader Emma Bickler gets more than one set of  ears as she
reads to teacher Kelley Lee with Tess, a service dog in training, at
her side.

Every day Kelley Lee teaches her third- and
fourth-grade students the basics in reading,
writing, and arithmetic. The lessons go
beyond the basics though, as each day Lee
and her dog, Tess, an assistance puppy in
training, model acceptance and community
service to the students.

“Rather than just require community
service, I think it is important to model it,”
said Lee, a teacher in the Puyallup Family
Co-op program at Firgrove Elementary
School. Each day, Lee brings Tess to
school. Tess, a 13-month-old black
Labrador retriever, is in training to become
an assistance dog through Canine Compan-
ions for Independence (CCI). CCI is a non-
profit organization that provides service
dogs to people throughout the country.

Lee said the organization is excited by the
fact that Tess is receiving much of her
socialization training in a school, because
there is a good chance that if she passes
the rest of her training, she will be placed
with a child.

While Tess has been busy learning 50
basic commands from Lee and soaking up
the ever-changing atmosphere of a bustling
elementary school, she has also been
teaching the students and staff at Firgrove
more about service animals. Lee said
Tess’s presence helps start a dialogue with
adults about the use of service animals. “A

lot of people see her and automatically
think she is a seeing eye dog. Not all
service animals are for the visually
impaired,” Lee said. “I have been able to
inform more people of that with Tess.”

While adults are asking questions about
what role Tess may fill when she is done

with training, many students are just
soaking up the fact they have a dog in the
classroom. “They just adore her,” Lee
said. “The kids were devastated when I
left her home for a day because she was
sick.” The students even organized a
small birthday party for Tess a few
months ago. “She got gifts galore.” Even

students who aren’t in Lee’s classroom
at Firgrove stop by on occasion just to
ask if they can see Tess.

The aspects of learning, both for the
students and Tess, are tremendous at a
school, Lee said. A school is a good
training ground for an assistance puppy
because of the sheer number of different
people and situations that arise. “CCI
wants you to give them adaptability so
that they can flex with the situation,” Lee
said. In order to give Tess even more
exposure to different situations, Lee and
her family took Tess on a cruise over
spring break.

The cruise will be one of the last group
activities the Lee family will be doing with
Tess. Lee said she is sending Tess back to
CCI May 20, where the dog will continue
training. “She will learn things like how to
ring a doorbell, take off a person’s socks,
and lift a phone off the receiver,” Lee said.
The advanced part of Tess’ training is
about six months. If she passes, she will be
placed with a companion.

While Lee said it is hard to think about
giving Tess up, there are larger forces at
work. “You have to think of it in terms of
the greater good,” Lee said. “It’s such a
win-win situation. I am offering someone
who has less than I do something
priceless.”

Service dog in training teaches students valuable lessons
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Work moves forward on two new elementary schools
With bids awarded and street addresses in
place, work on the school district’s two
newest elementary schools is under way.

Both schools are being constructed with
funds from the $198.5 million bond
passed by voters in 2004. They are being
built for 750 students and will open in fall
2007 on the south end of the district to
accommodate growing
student populations.

Groundbreaking
ceremonies for both
schools were held
earlier this month
before enthusiastic
students, staff, and
community members.
Beginning phases of
work at both sites
include logging,
clearing, utility trenching, and setting up
site construction offices.

Moving the projects into the construction
phase is an exciting step forward, accord-
ing to staff involved with the project. “We
are glad to be getting going, and people

are sure to notice the work,” said John
Ovitt, the school district’s project manager
for both schools.

One school, referred to simply as Elemen-
tary #22 during planning stages, will open
in the Sunrise development area to ease
population concerns mainly at Pope
Elementary School. The street address for

the school will be
16528 127th Ave. Ct.
E., Puyallup, WA
98374.

The second school,
known as Elementary
#23 during planning
stages, will be built in
the new Silver Creek
development area and
will help relieve
overcrowding mostly

at Brouillet Elementary School. The street
address for the school will be 8615 182nd
St. E., Puyallup, WA 98375.

Neeley Construction and Cabinet Com-
pany of Puyallup, which also worked on
Maplewood and Zeiger elementary

schools, has been awarded the $14.3
million contract for the elementary school
in the Sunrise development.

Commercial Structures Inc. of Burien has

been awarded the $14.3 contract for the
elementary school in the Silver Creek area.
Planners for the Silver Creek area school
intend it to be a community school model,
with most of the students walking to school.
A traffic signal is being installed at 184th
Street East and Gem Heights Drive.

The two schools will feature 24 class-
rooms, several smaller resource rooms, 12
project areas, two multipurpose rooms for
music, special education space, three
kindergarten classrooms, and one pre-
school room. The two-story building will
also have a library and technology lab. A
student cafeteria, a feature in only one of
the district’s 21 other elementary schools,
will also be provided.

According to planners for both schools,
the features will encourage hands-on
learning by students and offer new
chances for group learning and the use of
technology in the classrooms.

Boundaries for both new schools have
already been set by the district and are
available to view on the district Web site
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Click on the
Capital Projects icon, then click on the
“New South Hill Elementary Bound-
aries” link.

The school board received a list last
month of five to seven suggested
names for each of the district’s two
new elementary schools and one
new junior high school. For updates
about the school names, visit the
district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

School naming update

Committee proposes new junior high boundaries

continued on page 5

In September 2008, a new junior high
school will open adjacent to Emerald
Ridge High School in the south end of
the school district. The Junior High
Boundary Study Committee made up of
40 parents, community members, and
educators has been working over the past
several months to determine new atten-
dance boundaries that will take effect
when this newest school opens.

Community meetings are scheduled this
month to give the public a chance to
comment on the committee’s proposed
boundaries. For specific dates, times,
and locations, visit the school district
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.
The final decision on new attendance
boundaries will be made by the Puyallup
School Board.

The committee has done in-depth Junior High Boundary Study Committee members (from left) Sandra
Jacobson, Art Seeley, and Angela Strecker, review maps of  the
school district.

Logging began in late April at the site for the new Elementary
School #22 near the Sunrise development.
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continued from page 4

Junior high
boundaries

Amidst all of the new noises and sights,
Meeker Elementary School students not
only don’t mind the construction going on
around them — they are excited to be
learning valuable lessons at the same time.

Meeker Elementary is undergoing construc-
tion to remodel the existing school and add
a 4,000-square-foot addition. The project is
funded with money from the 2004 bond
approved by the voters.

Third and fourth graders in Lisette
Meyer’s class say they have enjoyed
watching the construction progress. They
moved their class temporarily into half of
the school gymnasium while their regular
classroom has been remodeled.

“It’s been small, but interesting,” said
fourth grader Taylor Jellison. Classmate
Ben Roberts added it is a bonus when he
does his school work to be able to look
up and see a basketball hoop.

Third grader Fischer Miller said there
have been some unusual noises when
construction workers drop things on the
roof, but watching the construction has
been great. “Yesterday they just had the

research to better understand the needs
of the district. In addition to poring
over maps and boundary information at
meetings, the members took a bus tour
of the district and have heard presenta-
tions from population growth experts
and Pierce County government
officials.

“The more information we have, the
better,” said parent Kim Spevak-
Burnett. “We have to look at so many
different factors before we can draw
lines that will benefit the district the
most.”

The committee’s mission is to redraw
boundary lines across the district to
create greater equity in all seven junior
high schools.

In their planning process, committee
members are seeking to balance
enrollments, maintain the integrity of
neighborhoods, align feeder patterns to
keep groups of students together as
they progress from elementary school
through junior high and high school,
and limit the amount of time students
spend traveling to and from school.

Participants have also considered
natural geography, transportation
routes, future growth trends, and
special features of each school campus.

“They have a big job ahead of them,
with a lot of information to process,”
said Facilities Planner Gary Frentress.
“I think they realized just how big the
job would be when they started looking
at maps to draw the lines.”

The work of this year’s boundary
committee — which is focusing on
junior highs but which may also
include some further adjustments to
elementary boundaries — will take
effect in September 2008. The new
junior high boundaries will affect
current fourth, fifth, and sixth graders.

walls, and today we came back and there
is a roof,” he said excitedly.

All of the students in Sharon Yanasak’s

second-grade classroom received bright
yellow plastic hard hats to help tie in the
school construction with classroom learning.

Yanasak said she has used the construction
project to illustrate real-world points in
several lessons. In a lesson about towns, for
example, the role of construction was easier
to explain. “It can help the kids make the
connection when they can see it,” Yanasak
said, adding the students have whole-
heartedly embraced the construction project.

Meeker Elementary students have also
grown accustomed to seeing the construc-
tion workers on site each day. “I know a
couple of them, and I wave and say ‘hi’
when I see them,” Jellison said.

Meeker Principal Anne Hoban said she has
enjoyed seeing how individual classes are
handling their changing environment.
“The teachers and their students have really
come through and are doing great things to tie
in the project with their learning,” she said.
“Students and teachers are also growing more
excited as the year progresses and they are
able to see the addition take shape.”

School bond update

Meeker Elementary School’s remodel project takes shape with a
4,000-square-foot addition.

Second graders (from left) McKenna Anderson and Marina Oppliger
wear construction hats in Sharon Yanasak’s class at Meeker
Elementary School. The class has integrated construction lessons
into the curriculum.

Meeker ties construction to classroom learning
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The street lights cast a warm glow on the
nearly deserted streets of downtown
Puyallup as Dave Knecht arrives on
campus at daybreak.

He is greeted in the band room by a
handful of Puyallup High School students
who have arrived by 6:30 a.m. to tune
their instruments. Within minutes, the
room fills with more than 20 musicians.

Their passion for music is what drives
these members of the school’s second
jazz band to arrive an hour before most
of their classmates. Some of them are in
the band because they missed the cut for
first jazz band. Others are learning a

This year, in addition to directing the
second jazz band three mornings a week,
Knecht helps with concerts, contests,
festivals, extra evening rehearsals, and
out-of-state band trips — all as a
volunteer.

“A volunteer is self-sacrificing, compas-
sionate, and noble,” Puyallup High band
director Eric Ryan wrote as part of his
nomination letter for the volunteer of the
year award. “Dave Knecht has been just
this and more.”

Knecht describes his role more simply. “I
love music, and I love jazz.”

During practice he teaches skills such as
basic music reading, jazz and blues
rhythms, swing versus Latin rhythm, and
improvisation. “I try to inspire them and
get that fire lit under them so they feel
confident to play solos and experiment
with improvisation.”

In a recent practice, he shuffled across
the floor to show students what it means
to sashay to music. “If it’s too bouncy,
people can’t sashay.” He tells them how
he played in a concert once with Benny
Goodman, sees the blank stares on the
young faces, then educates them about
the celebrated “King of Swing” band
leader.

Knecht routinely interjects humor into his
teaching. He also enjoys surprising
students now and then by bringing in
donuts, milk, juice, and coffee at morning
practice.

Students say they appreciate his humor
and respect his knowledge. “He’s fun and
he gets everything done. This is pretty
much my favorite part of the day,” said
sophomore Tracy Stanzel.

A former band teacher in Canada and
Spanaway, Knecht works full-time for
Pierce County government in information
technology and reports to work in Tacoma
after band practice.

The accomplished trombonist also
performs with the local community jazz
band, “A Touch of Class.” His wife,

Connie, performs regularly with the
Tacoma Concert Band and is a private
percussion teacher. His three children are
also musically inclined — son, Luke,
plays trombone in Puyallup High’s first
jazz band, son, Garrett, at Puyallup High
is interested in learning bagpipes, and

Puyallup High Jazz Band leader shares passion for music

daughter, Haley, plays trumpet at Aylen
Junior High.

His advice to others thinking of volunteer-
ing in the schools: “You volunteer and you
end up getting more of a reward than the
people you are helping.”

second instrument and want a venue to
practice. Still others are there simply
because they enjoy jazz.

Playing in the band is not a graduation
requirement, nor do students get class credit.
They just want to play, plain and simple.

When Knecht learned that the second jazz
band was in jeopardy this year without a
volunteer to direct the group, he immedi-
ately stepped forward.

As a musician and former music educa-
tor, he told music staff last year that he
was available for anything the high
school band program might need. He was
called on for odds and ends such as
tutoring small ensembles and working
with jazz band sectionals.

Dave Knecht

Volunteer of  the Year Dave Knecht leads the Puyallup High School
Jazz Band II.

The Puyallup School Board has approved
a newly developed Parent Involvement
Policy that calls for parents and commu-
nity members to play an integral role in
assisting in children’s learning.

In February 2005, parents and adminis-
trators began meeting to develop a
vision of parent involvement in the
school district. After working for several
months, the committee members
finalized their recommendations for the
new policy.

Committee members said they hope the
plan helps to encourage parents to be

actively involved and full partners in
their children’s education. The plan also
calls for parents to be involved, where
appropriate, in decision-making to assist
with the education of their children.

“The board values the importance of the
Parent Involvement Policy as it solidifies
the partnership with parents in the
education of their children,” said School
Board President Diana Seeley. “It is
widely known that when families are
involved in their children’s education, the

New board policy calls for parents and
community to be partners in education

continued on page 7
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For the past 10 years, Volunteer of the
Year Kathy Rickard has had a presence in
the Puyallup School District. She started
volunteering when her son was in kinder-
garten and has never stopped.

As art docent program co-chair at
Brouillet Elementary, Rickard spends
most of her volunteer time teaching
children of all ages about the wonders of
fine art. Rickard, who has a minor in art,
said she was encouraged by Brouillet
teacher Ken Cook to keep bringing art to
students.

“It’s about giving back,” Rickard said. “If
we all just take and take, what kind of
society would we have?”

Plus, she adds, volunteering in a school is
fun. “In elementary school, the kids love
it. You’re going to be the most popular
mom in the room. It’s just fun for the
students and it’s fun for the parents.”

they can do whatever they want can
positively affect a child for a lifetime.
Why wouldn’t you do this?”

Rickard’s joy of volunteering is one
reason first-grade teacher Judy Yi
nominated her for Volunteer of the Year.
“Kathy is an enthusiastic volunteer who is
willing to help in every classroom,” Yi
said. “She works extremely well with both
the staff and students, and Brouillet is
very lucky to have her around.”

Trish Peterson, a second-grade teacher,
regularly gets to see Rickard at work.
Rickard is the art docent in Peterson’s
class. Each time the students hear that
Rickard is coming to give them an art
lesson, Peterson said they are extremely
excited. “She is just a great person to have
around,” Peterson said. “She brings such
enthusiasm. The kids love seeing her.”

children achieve higher test scores, more
frequent attendance, and greater rates of
high school graduation.”

The new policy also outlines how
significant the community can be in the
success of a child. It states the need for
support from parent organizations,
public agencies, businesses, civic
groups, and faith-based organizations to
support effective education.

It reads in part, “Community groups and
parents will be encouraged to help
schools develop and implement innova-
tive programs that advance educational
goals and support high academic
achievement for all students.”

Seeley added, “The board and district
view student achievement as a shared
responsibility, including parents, staff,
teachers, and community leaders who
each play an important role in supporting
student learning.”

The new policy recognizes that a
“parent” can refer to parents, extended
family, guardians, or other persons with
whom a Puyallup School District student
resides. This allows the board to
recognize that families within the
community vary in family composition,
cultural backgrounds, abilities, financial
resources, and belief structures.

The policy also calls for the district to
take several actions such as implement-
ing programs, activities, and procedures
to increase the involvement of parents in
all of its schools consistent with federal
and state laws including Title I and the
Learning Assistance Program (LAP).

“Parent involvement is a crucial part of
any child’s educational success,” said
committee member Therese Pasquier.
“The committee recognized that parent
involvement doesn’t mean just volun-
teering at school because many parents
work full time. Rather, it means becom-
ing engaged in your child’s education by
consistently communicating realistic
expectations with the teacher.”

New board policy

Art docent and Volunteer of  the Year Kathy Rickard helps second
grader Katelyn Anderson with a Mother’s Day clay project at Brouillet
Elementary School.

continued from page 6
Volunteer docent teaches wonders of fine art

Peterson also said the art lessons that
Rickard teaches allows her students to
experiment with a much broader range of
mediums than she, herself, could
introduce.

While the art docent program takes up
most of Rickard’s time, she also has been
active with the school’s Parent Teacher
Association and as an in-class volunteer in
kindergarten and grades two and five.

That is the beauty of volunteering –
there isn’t just one thing a person can
do, she said, adding that parents can
take on tasks as varied as preparing
supplies to being a reading or math
tutor. “I think the thing about volunteer-
ing is you can make it fit your comfort
level. And no matter what task a
volunteer takes on, you get back so
much more than you give.”

While the fun and joy of giving back are
a large part of why Rickard keeps
volunteering, there is a more serious
side to her work. “It’s your little spot
where you can make a difference,”
Rickard said. “The chance to be able to
let even just one student know that there
are adults in the world who care about
them, believe in them, and who think

Kathy Rickard teaches students
how to mold a clay heart.
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There are few typical days for Golden
Apple Award winner Patricia Donovan.
A recent day found her coordinating a
Parent Teacher Association event,
attending a hearing regarding names for
the district’s new elementary schools,
and more.

Along with being a member of the
Puyallup PTA Council, Donovan is the

Stahl Junior High Booster
Club secretary, a member
of the Stahl comprehen-
sive school improvement
plan committee, co-
legislative chair of the
Brouillet Elementary
PTA, member of the
district Music Committee,
and an active in-class
volunteer at Brouillet.

Recently Donovan
volunteered at an all-night

volleyball-a-thon fundraiser at Stahl, and
she also reads one-on-one with junior
high students as part of Stahl’s reading
tutoring program.

“She broadcasts the theme: How can I
serve? How can I serve?” Stahl Principal
John Bustad said during the April 24
school board meeting in which this year’s
volunteers were recognized. “She really
cares about kids.”

Melanie Helle, assistant principal at Stahl
Junior High School, nominated Donovan
for recognition this year and described her
many roles in the district.

In addition to her volunteer service at
school, Donovan is also active in the
community. She co-chaired this year’s
Citizens Committee for Education
campaign with fellow Golden Apple
winner Ken Charboneau.

From the time that Golden Apple Award
winner Ken Charboneau’s two children
started school more than a decade ago, he
has maintained an active volunteer
presence in the schools.

There are many reasons Charboneau said
he volunteers, the main one being, “when
it comes to kids, I guess I just have a soft
spot.” However, he also believes that
community involvement is crucial for the
success of students. “I believe in building
the bridges to connect the community and
the schools.”

School site council and the Citizen’s
Facilities Advisory Committee.

“His dedication to our students is truly
unmatched,” Calligan said.

While Charboneau spends a lot of time
volunteering with the Puyallup School
District, he also finds time to coach soccer
— something he has done for 30 years
with his own children, and
now with his nephew’s
team. He also volunteers in
the Sumner School District
and plays in a classic rock
band, all while working
with McConkey Co., a
local horticultural business.
In his three decades
working for McConkey,
Charboneau said the
company has been gracious
enough to allow him to
work with students during
the work week.

Additionally, Charboneau teamed with
fellow Golden Apple Award winner
Patricia Donovan this year to co-chair the
Citizens Committee for Education
campaign.

He said he would encourage any parent or
community member to take advantage of
the many opportunities to volunteer and
find out “what is really going on inside the
brick school buildings.” While the typical
idea of volunteering tends to lean toward
working in an elementary classroom, he
said the options extend far beyond that. “I
would recommend volunteering in as
many ways as they can.”

Calligan said in her nomination of
Charboneau that his passion for helping
students is very evident. “His exemplary
leadership is evidenced through his
dedication to students.”

Donovan, who began volunteering in the
Puyallup School District nine years ago
when her son started school at Brouillet
Elementary, said she saw volunteering as a
good way to get involved and stay in tune
with what is going on with her children
and the schools.

Shelly Calligan, director of Career and
Technical Education, nominated
Charboneau for the award. Charboneau
serves on the Business and Marketing
Advisory Committee and is a member of
the General Advisory Council; however,
his volunteer efforts extend beyond the
career and technical education realm. He
also is a member of the Puyallup High

Golden Apple Award winners share gift of giving
The Golden Apple Award is given to a volunteer who has shown outstanding dedication and has made a significant contribution to the students in the Puyallup School District. This
year’s winners are Ken Charboneau and Patricia Donovan. Both individuals were nominated for the Volunteer of the Year award and are being honored with the special “Golden
Apple” recognition. They received golden apple paperweights at the April 24 school board meeting.

Ken Charboneau seeks to build bridges Patricia Donovan helps when there is a need

“It’s important to know what is going on in
your school,” she said. “I just try to go in
and help when they need it.”

Volunteering in a school is also a good
way to stay more in tune with children’s
lives, she said.  “Kids love seeing parents
in the classroom.”

Whatever role Donovan is taking, be it
tutoring children in reading or attending a
school board meeting, Helle said Donovan
brings a spirit of commitment and joy to
her surroundings. “Brouillet Elementary,
Stahl Junior High, and the Puyallup
School District are extremely lucky to
have her.”

Ken Charboneau

Patricia Donovan
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The staff at Kalles Junior High School use
words like “instrumental,” “dedicated,”
and “amazing” to describe their volunteer
coordinator Sue Fickess.

Fickess, the recipient of this year’s Award
of Merit recognizing a volunteer coordina-
tor, uses the same words to describe the
staff and volunteers at Kalles that she
works with on a day-to-day basis.

“Everyone — the administration, the staff
— has been so supportive and willing to
work to help the kids,” Fickess said.

As volunteer coordina-
tor for the junior high,
Fickess said much of
her role is spent being a
liaison between the
parent and community
volunteers, and the
teachers. She said
having four teenagers
of her own has helped
her develop a large

network of people she knows — a bonus
as a volunteer coordinator. Working at
Kalles the past five years has allowed her
to get to know the staff and their needs.

“I work to establish a relationship with
parents. I meet with them and learn their
strengths and then can work on plugging
that in with what the teachers need,”
Fickess said.

While the Kalles staff appreciates her
work with the booster club and with
placing volunteers in the classroom, they
all point to Fickess’ work to start after-
school enrichment classes for students on
Wednesday early release days as key to
her parent involvement.

In his nomination of Fickess for the
recognition, Principal Mario Casello
wrote, “She has organized several differ-
ent classes for students to take advantage
of (sewing, peer-tutoring, Tae Kwon Do,
ceramics, arts, scrapbooking, basketball);
she plans and organizes the sessions and
recruits people outside the school to
volunteer their time to work with the

Award of Merit

students. She is always willing to help out
at Kalles, and she finds a way to get things
done.”

The six-week Wednesday enrichment
classes started three years ago. Fickess has
encouraged community
members to be involved
after meeting them at
sporting events or
hearing of their interests
from her son and two
daughters. “I just work
to try to open doors for
volunteers and these kids.”

Fickess said she feels the enrichment classes
are a good way to get students involved. “I
think it ties kids back into the school,” she
said. She pointed out that if a student takes a
scarf-making class, they might meet other
students with similar interests that they
would never have met before. “It creates a
place where they fit in.”

While some of the Wednesday enrichment
classes have small enrollments, Fickess

doesn’t mind. “It’s the idea that those kids
might not have plugged in otherwise.”

Kalles teacher Mary Bova also nominated
Fickess for the coordinator of the year
honor, not because she single-handedly

runs programs at Kalles,
she said, but because of her
assistance in many aspects
of keeping the school a
vital and active learning
place for students.

“What is so fantastic about
Sue is her follow-through. She picks up
the ball when others get swamped or
sidetracked. She makes a phone call, finds
the missing paperwork, or introduces
people of common interest to each other
and watches the projects bloom from
there.”

While Fickess keeps busy with her
activities at Kalles, maintaining her real
estate business and her four children keep
her busy as well. “There’s a lot of multi-
tasking, but it’s great.”

Volunteer coordinator relishes role as liaison

Volunteer coordinator Sue Fickess (right) works with parent
volunteer Kimarie Johnson at Kalles Junior High School during WASL
week. Fickess has been honored with this year’s Award of  Merit for
her role in coordinating volunteers.

“She is always willing to help
out at Kalles and finds a way
to get things done.”

Mario Casello

Sue Fickess

Summer school set to
help students succeed
High school students who are behind in
their credits, need additional math help,
or want to prepare for the first WASL
retakes in August can get help during
this year’s summer school.

Additionally, students in first through
eighth grades who have been identified
as needing extra help in reading and/or
math will have the chance to work on
those skills during a month-long
summer learning academy, which is
open to students by invitation only.

Summer school is scheduled from July
5-28 for elementary and junior high,
and July 5-August 4 for high school
students. The high school program will
be held at Rogers High School, junior
high reading and math academies at the
district’s junior high schools, and the
elementary reading and math academies
at Stewart Elementary and Kalles Junior
High schools.

New to this year’s summer program are
state-funded classes to assist students
who did not meet standard on the
March WASL in reading, writing, and/
or math. The four-week WASL mod-
ules, as well as classes that are shorter
in duration for those who need less
instruction, are designed to help prepare
students for the WASL retakes sched-
uled August 7 to 10 at Rogers High
School.

Students are scheduled to get their
WASL scores back in early June. Those
who did not meet standard in one or
more of the subjects will receive
information through their schools on
how to apply for the free summer
WASL modules. Students have a choice
to sign up for individual sessions in
reading, writing, or math or for both the
reading and writing modules.

This year’s summer school will also
offer students in grade nine through 12
who are behind in their graduation
credits the option of making up course

continued on page 15
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School counselors make a difference for hurricane victims

Puyallup School District counselor and Red Cross volunteer Leslie
“Freddie” Andrews uses a bear in a tent puppet to cheer a child whose
family was affected by the hurricanes last fall.

They answered the call when it came,
taking time off work and traveling to where
they were needed. They answered the call
for themselves, their colleagues who
couldn’t, and especially for the people who
so desperately needed their help.

When school district counselors Leslie
“Freddie” Andrews and Dorothy Wilgus
got the call from the American Red Cross
asking for mental health volunteers for
Hurricane Katrina recovery efforts, they
answered.

Andrews thought it might be the chance to
do the volunteer work she had always
contemplated. But she also realized school
was about to start this year and she had
commitments here in the district. She spent
some time talking with her family and her
co-workers. They all encouraged her to go.
Her daughter, a sophomore at Puyallup High
School, finally told her, “You’ve trained for
this. They need you. You should go.”

Wilgus also spent a lot of time pondering
the call with family, co-workers, and
others close to her. “When I knew this was
right, I knew I just had to do this. Then I
waited and waited.”

While Wilgus did not leave for her
volunteer position until late September,

Andrews was sent to Mississippi almost as
soon as school started. “It was the first day
of school, and I was on a plane the next
day,” Andrews said. She landed at a
staging area in Montgomery, Ala., but
soon traveled to Hattiesburg, Miss.

The Red Cross had set up service centers in
Hattiesburg, and Andrews said it was the
job of the mental health workers to look for
anyone that might need their help, be it
hurricane survivor or Red Cross volunteer.

Soon after she arrived, Andrews said she
learned how to identify hurricane victims
from the areas that suffered the most
damage. “They asked for nothing.”

Andrews said she also quickly learned of
the kindness of the people in the area, the
tragedies that many of them had just
experienced, and the power of their many
stories. “Every day there were stories that
made each of us go out back and have a
good cry,” Andrews said.

While being out in the field, giving aid, and
counseling survivors through difficult times
was immensely gratifying, it was also hard at
times. “One of the frustrations was we were
all there to help,” Andrews said. “You felt
like you couldn’t do enough.” She used a
puppet of a bear living in a red tent to cheer

up children and help with the counseling.

Andrews was deployed in Mississippi
while the hurricanes were still wreaking
havoc — Hurricane Rita hit the day she
left. In contrast Wilgus started her work
several weeks after the hurricanes hit and
served thousands of miles from the
devastation.

Near the end of September, Wilgus got a
call from the Red Cross asking her to be
ready to get on a plane to head to her
volunteer location. A little more than a day
later, she was on her way to Bakersfield,
Calif.

Once she landed, Wilgus made her way to
the Red Cross call center. There, she said
a lead volunteer described what they
would be doing. “We would be dealing
with a lot of anger, hostility, suicide, and a
lot of death and despair.”

Wilgus worked in a huge warehouse which
had been converted into the call center.
Volunteer case workers answered the
phones, and if it was determined a mental
health worker was needed, they held up an
orange card. Then, Wilgus said, a mental
health volunteer would come over and

plug headsets into the phone. “You got a
lot of severe crying or anger initially, and
then they would calm down. You worked
with what you could to calm someone.
You would stay on the phone until they
were calm and had a plan for themselves.”

During her 10 days in California, Wilgus
spent a lot of time on the phone helping
people work through their grief and anger,
and sometimes just helping someone get
some sleep. Wilgus said there was a
woman whose voice she came to recog-
nize. The same lady would call in each
night and enlist Wilgus’ help in getting to
sleep. “These people were really strug-
gling to hold it together.”

While some people just needed someone
to listen and direct them to proper
resources, Wilgus found herself playing all
sorts of roles over the phone. She said she
did some funeral planning, memorial
services, singing, and prayer. “Whatever it
took. When the need is so emergent like
that, you just respond.”

When both women were back in Puyallup,
they found themselves sharing their experi-

A sign next to a Mississippi house destroyed by the hurricanes last
fall reads: “Do not allow Katrina to steal your heart.” continued on page 11

(photos courtesy of Leslie “Freddie” Andrews)



.

ng All Students Learning and Achieving http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us May  2006   11

School counselors Crisis team helps students and staff in hard times
During times of grief, stress, and heart-
ache, members of the Puyallup School
District crisis team are there, working to
help students and staff.

The 20-member volunteer team, comprised
of counselors, school nurses, psychologists,
and intervention specialists from around
the district, is called out whenever there is
a traumatic event in the district, such as the
death of a student or staff member.

“The team goes out to
a site as soon as
possible after they are
notified of an event
and takes their cues
from the building
leadership and
counseling team,”
said Dick Cvitanich,
assistant superinten-
dent of student
learning and instruc-
tional support.

This year, the team has been unfortunately
busy, with the death of several students
and staff members, including the recent
passage of Puyallup High School teacher
Janet Miller.

Once at the site of the tragedy, team
members help where they can. “I believe
the team’s purpose is to provide support
and compassion for students and staff
dealing with varying levels of emotional
distress as a result of a traumatic situa-

tion,” said Todd Dempewolf, crisis team
member and counselor at Walker High
School.

Whether it be talking one-on-one with
students or staff, or helping a group get
through a tough time, Dempewolf said the
goal of the team members is to provide a
good, safe place for people to come for
help if they need it. “We go in and try to
help soften the blow.”

Cvitanich said the crisis team “isn’t just
looking for the immediate signs of grief.
They are also looking for other triggers.”

Leslie Andrews, a crisis team member and
counselor at Karshner Elementary, said
there are students who are obviously in
need of grief counseling. They have either

lost a good friend, relative, or close
teacher, however there are often students
who seem to have no connection to the
victim, yet are in need of grief counseling.

“You never know what other experiences
people have in their past that affect their
responses to tragedy,” Andrews said.

Cvitanich said people need the presence
of the crisis team members in order to get
through a traumatic event, and the caring
nature of the volunteer crisis team
members is not replaceable.

“The amazing thing is, and what I am so
grateful for, is they are so willing to give.
It is such a selfless thing. They are just a
first-rate group of people who really care
about students and staff.”

When driving out to a site where a
tragedy has occurred, Dempewolf said it
is an odd feeling knowing he is going
into a grief-stricken situation, but it also
brings forth the importance of community
to him. “It brings home the fact that these
kids are all our kids — K through 12 —
all of them.”

The presence of caring adults, whether it
be crisis team members, other staff, or
even other community members is crucial
to helping students get through a trau-
matic event. “Adults that are meaningful
in kids’ lives make a big difference,”
Cvitanich said. “We are lucky to have
such a caring community.”

One of  hundreds of  heartfelt
messages left by students and
staff  on a banner for the late
Janet Miller, teacher at Puyallup
High School.

It is at the heart of all decision-making
— a plan that charts the direction of
work to be done in this school district
over the next two years related to
improving student achievement,
ensuring equity and equal opportunity
for all, strengthening communication,
and being accountable to stakeholders.

The recently adopted 2006-08 strategic
directions and school board goals
“outline clearly the work that must be
done to improve student achievement in
our district,” said Superintendent Tony
Apostle.

The school board unanimously agreed in
March to adopt a set of board goals
established around four ongoing strategic
directions:

• We will ensure increased student
achievement in all schools;

• We will ensure equity and equal oppor-
tunity for all;

• We will communicate with and engage
students, parents, staff, and community;
and

• We will be accountable to stakeholders.

Within these four directions are a list of
specific board goals, established after
intensive study by the five directors and
district administration during school board
study sessions throughout the past year.

“They are not goals that stay on the shelf
and collect dust,” said Apostle. “We’re
held accountable to each and every one of
them. The board has been very clear in
making the improvement of student
learning our number one priority.”

Dick
Cvitanich

continued on page 12

ences and stories with those around them,
and also sharing with each other.

Both Wilgus and Andrews spoke during
the Emerald Ridge High School Science
Week, when students were learning the
science behind disaster recovery.
Everywhere she has spoken, Andrews
said she has found people to be inter-
ested and concerned. “I think the kids
here really did get more of a sense that
these were real people,” Andrews said.
Wilgus said she thinks once she was able
to help people put a more personal face
with the events, they were left wanting
to know how they could help.

Wilgus said she left her experience with a
deeper level of compassion and “accep-
tance of people no matter where they’re

continued from page 10

from.” Andrews said she learned of the
tremendous resiliency of people and how
important compassion and the willingness
to help were in times of tragedy.

Looking back at the experience, at the
friends they both made and at the people
whose lives were forever altered by the
hurricanes, both Andrews and Wilgus
said they would volunteer with the Red
Cross again in a minute. “This experience
has caused me to change — to look at life
and what I have in a different light, and I
will never be the same,” Wilgus said. “I
would go again in a minute.”

Leslie “Freddie” Andrews (left)
and Dorothy Wilgus

Board sets 2006-08 goals and strategic directions
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Student winners in a recent South Sound Tech Competition include
(from left) Alex Werner, Calvin Burkhead, and Mike Silver of  Puyallup
High, and Seth Gossler of  Emerald Ridge High. The Puyallup School
Board presented them with certificates of  recognition.

Students win top
spots at South Sound
Tech Competition

Budget hearings set in June and August
Community members will have a chance
to comment on the proposed 2006-07
school district budget during public
hearings scheduled before the Puyallup
School Board on June 12 and August 14.

The hearings will culminate more than
eight months of work to prepare next year’s
financial plan.  Budget preparations start
early each year because of the complexity
of running a school district as large as
Puyallup — the ninth largest in the state.

The June 12 hearing begins at 5:30 p.m.,
and the August 14 hearing starts at 6:30
p.m. before the start of the board’s regular
meetings at Ballou Junior High School,
9916 136th St. E. in Puyallup. The board is
scheduled to vote on the budget after the
August 14 hearing.

Superintendent Tony Apostle is scheduled
to release his recommended budget later
this month. The spending plan will take
into account comments made about an

initial draft budget released in April and
reviewed during community and staff
meetings held in late April and early May.

Copies of the superintendent’s proposed
budget will be available in early June at
the school district’s Education Service
Center, 302 Second St. S.E. in Puyallup.

The school district is required by law to
adopt a balanced budget each year by
August 31.

Puyallup School District students had a
strong showing at the 2006 South
Sound Tech Competition in mid-March.
Four high school students came away
with final standings among the best in
the competition.

Calvin Burkhead and Alex Werner, both
Puyallup High School students, won the
overall competition. They were each
awarded two scholarships and a
notebook computer.

Mike Silver, also a Puyallup High
student, won first place in the Web
design category. His reward was a Dell
laptop computer.

Silver was one of two district WebDev
student employees who attended the
competition. WebDev is an Internet
Web site development program within
the district. Ryan Umemoto, of Emerald
Ridge High, was the other WebDev
student employee who was at the
competition at Tacoma Community
College.

Emerald Ridge High School student
Seth Gossler placed second in the
hardware support portion of the
competition.

The competition was designed to

“promote the creative and rigorous study
and practice of information technology
and to encourage South Sound area
students to consider careers in the high-
tech sphere.” During the competition,
students solved problems in scenarios
modeled after situations they could
encounter working in the information
technology field. Volunteers from
information technology companies
judged the competition and were in-
volved in creating the scenarios and
interacting with the students.

Other students who attended were: Dylan
Pawlak of Puyallup High; and Bryant
Kazmerzant, Tyler Gunter, Mario
Delgado, Jake VanStone, Travis Draney,
Michael Bodette, Kayti Weaver, Zach
Sordahl, and Andrew Miotke of Emerald
Ridge High.

“We have had so many students do so
well at all of their competitions this
year,” said Shelly Calligan, director of
career and technical education. “We are
very proud of each of them and their
accomplishments.”

Many of the goals, especially those in
the area of improving student achieve-
ment, build on initiatives established by
the board in previous years.

During its March 27 board meeting,
Director Bruce Dammeier called
attention to several of the goals,
including implementing a districtwide
remediation and intervention model.
“With the WASL, we all know that
getting kids to the standard is critically
important. This goal makes it a huge
focus for the district.”

Student achievement goals approved by
the board include examining high school
graduation requirements; implementing
a program to improve and articulate the
K-12 program for academically talented
students; implementing a districtwide
remediation/intervention model includ-
ing student learning plans; implementing
recommendations for the improvement
of instruction at Walker High School;
and, based on the results of a magnet
program survey and the level of interest,
designing an elementary magnet
program.

Goals in other areas include continuing
to comply with the Thomas lawsuit
settlement; strengthening communica-
tions between schools and parents; and
maintaining a minimum five percent
general fund ending balance, exclusive
of carryover commitments, to demon-
strate financial stability and be respon-
sive to emergency needs.

“We feel strongly
that these are the
areas that need to be
at the heart of what
the district is
working on,” said
Board President
Diana Seeley.

To view the strate-
gic directions and
goals in their entirety, visit the school
district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/ourdistrict/
about/strategic.cfm.

Board sets goals
continued from page 11

Diana Seeley
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Students win gold in Special Olympics basketball tourney
Winter sports wrap-up

First there was swimmer Megan Quann,
who captured gold and the hearts of
hometown fans in the 2000 U.S. Summer
Olympics. Six years later, the Puyallup
School District is once again home to gold
medalists — 12 of them to be exact.

The Rogers High School Special Olym-
pics basketball team upset a Bremerton
team on its home turf during regionals this
winter, then sailed through three straight
games at state to capture gold.

Puyallup High junior Cory Swann and
senior Mallory Smith also won gold in the
individual skills division at the Special
Olympics Washington basketball tourna-
ment in Wenatchee. The juniors excelled
in free throws, dribbling, and passing.

The Rogers High team, led by coaches
Denise Spears and Ann Brownlee,
advanced to the top spot in the state’s
senior division with a ten-member co-ed
group of students in grades 10 to 12.

“I was so surprised to win, especially since
we have new players this year,” said Jacob
Welsh. The 6’2" junior said he used his
height to his advantage by rebounding and
blocking shots under the basket.

Joe Hampson, regional manager for the
Special Olympics Washington Southwest
Region, said the Rams sweep at regionals

and state is “absolutely impressive.” Of the
22 teams in the southwest region, only four
advanced to the state competition, he said.

The victory was sweet not only for the
players, but also for the team’s three high
school peer coaches — seniors Grant
Deering and Alisha Auditore, and junior
Christina Brownlee. The student coaches
helped players learn new skills and
strategies during practices and games.

“It was great because the players came on
this team to learn,” said Deering. “And every
time they did something right, they were
always smiling. It didn’t matter if they were
losing by 20 or 30 points. If they were on
the court, they were happy.”

Other notable winter sports accomplish-
ments included:

All three high schools participated in the
state dance and drill championship March
24-25. The Emerald Ridge High School
dance team and Puyallup High School
pom team received excellent ratings, and
the Rogers High School pom team earned
an outstanding rating.

Emerald Ridge High School

The Jaguars had a perfect 10-0 wrestling
season and were named the South Puget
Sound League (SPSL) South Division dual

meet champions. The team placed
second in the regional meet, and
student Keith Schlecht placed third in
state in his division.

The school’s wrestling coach, Jim
Meyerhoff, was named SPSL South
Division Coach of the Year for the
second consecutive year. He also won
the Tacoma News Tribune Class 4A
Coach of the Year, the 2005 Jim
Sulenes Memorial SPSL Girls Golf
Coach of the Year, and was featured
on King 5 Sports Blitz as a “Coach
Who Makes a Difference.”

In gymnastics, two freshmen
qualified for the state meet and
Whitney Sidor finished third in the

individual vault competition.

Emerald Ridge High School Bowling
Coach Matt Mueller was voted SPSL
South Division co-coach of the year. The
Jaguars finished the inaugural season in
second place with a 13-5 record.

Additionally, the school won the SPSL
South Division Sportsmanship Award for
the winter sports season.

Puyallup High School

The Vikings won the SPSL South Division
girls basketball title with a 19-1 winning
record. Coach Dan Picha also won the SPSL
South Division Coach of the Year honor.

The boys basketball team placed second in
the league, and its wrestlers placed first in
the region and third in SPSL.

Competitive girls bowling joined the high

school sports lineup this winter, and
Puyallup High School ended its first
year with a first place finish in the
SPSL South Division.

Rogers High School

The Rams snatched the top spot as co-
champions of the SPSL South Division
in gymnastics. The team also took third
place in West Central District and
seventh place in state.

Rogers wrestlers placed sixth in state and
had two teammates — James Albert and
Marshall Giovannini — finish second in
state in their respective divisions.

Continuing a district trend of academic
excellence, the Rogers High Sym-
phonic Winds band, directed by Bruce
Leonardy, and the drama department,
led by Bill Wernofsky, were named
state academic champions.

Puyallup High state gold medalists
Cory Swann and Mallory Smith.

(photo courtesy of Ken Welsh)

Rogers High School state gold medalists are (top row from left): Peer
coach Grant Deering, players Jason Mills and Megan Bienvenu, peer
coach Christina Brownlee, player Jacob Welsh, peer coach Alisha
Auditore, and player Jeremy Jackson; (bottom row): Players Michael
Peterson, Rachel Brown, Melissa Brown, and Koko Johnson, and
Coach Denise Spears. (Not pictured are players Manny Batista and
Mathew Connor, and Coach Ann Brownlee).



14   May  2006 http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us All Students Learning and Achieving

Edgemont Junior High collected hundreds of  items for teen “cancer
comfort kits.” From left: Student John Lane; teacher Marti Walker;
and students Krista Thrall, Cameron Benoit, and Natalie Patricelli.

Ridgecrest Elementary second
grader Reeca Bardon cut her hair
for Locks of  Love.

Students give more than 5,000 service
hours during “March Gladness”

Art by Stahl Junior
High student Amelia
Klein

Stahl Junior High student Lauren Hays dances with Merrill Gardens
senior Jim Graham at the “Back in Black” dance.

Emerald Ridge High student Kurt
Rutledge helps out at a Puyallup
Rotary Oyster Stew Feed.

The last time Jim Graham danced to Glenn
Miller was during a live performance on a
wooden dance floor in Chicago too many
years ago for him to accurately recall.

When a Glenn Miller song came on the
boom box at a special dance held just for
Merrill Gardens seniors, Graham gladly
accepted the hand of Stahl Junior
High student Lauren Hays and, in
his words, “cut up the rug.”

The dance at Merrill Gardens was
one of more than 60 community
service projects organized by
elementary, junior high, and high
school students throughout the
district as part of  “March
Gladness.”

The month of service is a result
of nearly a year of planning by a
35-member student committee. The
students discussed their idea with leaders
from Communities in Schools of Puyallup,
the Puyallup School District, area civic
clubs, and the local faith community.

March Gladness kicked off early in the
month with 13 students from Ballou Junior
High helping at a carnival at the Washing-
ton Soldier’s Home in Orting. Students

helped with activities, served food, and
escorted veterans in wheelchairs so they
could enjoy the festivities.

The following week more schools signed
up for projects. They went out into their
community after school to plant trees, do
yard work, and visit with senior citizens.

They also collected pennies for
worthy causes, teddy bears for
the fire department, and books
and art supplies for hurricane-
ravaged areas in New Orleans.

And the list goes on. Woodland
Elementary fourth graders made
dog biscuits for the Humane
Society. Ridgecrest second
grader Reeca Bardon cut 12 1/2
inches off her hair and donated
it to Locks of Love to make

wigs for cancer patients. Kalles Junior
High purchased a goat for a family
through World Vision. And Puyallup
High hosted a child care center during a
curriculum fair.

To read more about March Gladness
projects and see a collage of March
Gladness photos, visit the school district
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.



Students tutor and tour in China

Artists display talent in annual Dan Vesey art show

Summer school

work via computers set up at Rogers
High School. Teachers will be on site to
assist students in accessing course
work, answering questions, and tracking
progress. The “NovaNet” computer lab
hours will be from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Additionally, high school students who
need extra help in math can sign up for
remediation or class credit in a “Cogni-
tive Tutor” class that combines one hour
of computerized instruction and one
hour of direct classroom instruction by
a teacher. Credit is available for pre-
algebra, algebra, and geometry. All
courses are graded pass or fail and will
be offered between 8 and 10 a.m., and
10:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

Cost for NovaNet and Cognitive Tutor
is $175 per semester (.5 credit) class.
Registration forms and additional
information is available from school
counselors and career centers. Students
must register in person for NovaNet and
Cognitive Tutor classes. Registration is
scheduled from 3 to 7 p.m. June 27 and
from 7 to 11 a.m. June 28 at Rogers
High School. Students should bring a
copy of their transcript to registration.

Plans are to double the number of
seventh and eighth graders who receive
help in reading and math this summer.
Last year the program served 30
targeted students from each of the
district’s six junior highs, and that
number will jump to 60 this year.

“I’m excited because there are so many
opportunities for students to be success-
ful,” said Hilltop Elementary Principal
Kevin Hampton. Hampton and Spinning
Elementary Principal Arturo Gonzalez
are co-principals of this year’s junior
high and high school summer school
program.

Building Learning Specialist Susan
Templin is heading up the elementary
program, which is projected to help 450
targeted students in grades one through
six. Invitations to this program were sent
home last month through the schools.

continued from page 9

The annual Dan Vesey Art Show brought
student artists of all ages and their families
to the Karshner Museum for a special
evening reception in their honor.

The show, sponsored by the school district
and Valley Arts United, is a chance for
students in kindergarten through grade 12
to see their art on display and to be
recognized by their peers and the commu-
nity during National Youth Art Month in
March.

It also helps keep the name and memory of
former Puyallup School District art
educator Dan Vesey alive, said Debbie
Munson, event chair
and art teacher at
Rogers High School.
“He loved to go out
into the classroom and
teach,” she said.

Sue Choi, an eighth
grader from Ballou
Junior High School,

won first place in the two-dimensional art
category. Choi used acrylic paint to bring
her Native American-themed piece to life.
Munson said judges were impressed with
Choi’s work, which was completed in
Rosie Thun’s art class at Ballou.

When she found out that she had won at
the show, Choi said she “was really happy
and excited.” She recognizes that taking
the top spot in the competition is a good
way to get started on a career in art —
something Choi hopes to do.

Jennifer Hill, a senior in Dorrie Coleman’s
Puyallup High School art class, received
the first place award in three-dimensional
design. Her ceramic teapot with inter-
changeable tops was “dynamic and drew
the observer in,” Munson said.

Hill, who like Choi, had her work hung in
the Vesey show for the first time this year,
said being selected as a winner was
exciting for her and her family. “They are
really proud of me,” she said. The teen

stays busy with art
outside of school —
mostly painting and
using mixed media. “I
couldn’t live without
art,” Hill said.

Both first place
winners received $50
scholarships.

Each year, the Dan Vesey Art Show has
two outside judges. This year Tami
Montevideo, an artist and member of
Valley Arts United and Arts Downtown,
and Glenda Carino, public information
officer for the City of Puyallup and
member of the Pierce County Arts
Commission, had the opportunity to
review the student art submissions.

A list of all of the winners in the Dan
Vesey Art Show can be found on the
school district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
studentprograms/arts.

A group of five junior high and high
school students from Puyallup visited
China earlier this month, volunteering as
English tutors in a middle school and
touring in and around Beijing.

Carolyn Freudenstein accompanied
students on the trip, along with chaper-
one Nancy Morgan.

In January, 20 students and three
teachers from Shanghai and Chengdu
visited Puyallup schools and toured the
surrounding area.

Student Ashleigh Love holds a
Red (or Lesser) Panda Bear.

China Program Coordinator Carolyn
Freudenstein purchases a flower headpiece
from a woman in a village near Chengdu.

Sue Choi

Jennifer Hill

(photos courtesy of David Morgan)

ng

This was the third annual district-spon-
sored trip to China.

Students spent the majority of their time at
the #12 Middle School (grades 7-12) in

Chengdu, Sichuan Prov-
ince. Chinese students at
the #12 school, which has
ties to Pacific Lutheran
University, are eager to
improve their English
skills. The Puyallup students
earned community service
hours for tutoring.

“Seeing all of the sights
and experiencing every-
thing there really opened
my eyes to how it is in
another country,” said
Rogers High School
student Ashleigh Love. “It
is so beautiful there, and I
felt so welcome.”

China Program Coordinator
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Museum in Residence features week of hands-on learning

Northwood Elementary School student Kevin Boatz gets a close look
at an artifact from Africa.

They huddled around African artifacts,
magnifying glasses in hand, to get a close-up
view of the objects and record their findings.

For a full week, Northwood Elementary
students were treated to a museum in their
own backyard — in this case, their school
library.

With a little detective work on their part,
and some direct teaching by guest museum
educator Bonnie Beaudoin, students
discovered not only where in the world the
artifacts came from, but also how people
there lived, worked, and played.

They also learned how to treat artifacts
with care, handling them with special
cotton gloves and a steady hand.

The Museum in Residence program, new
to the district this year, started at
Northwood with a week-long lesson on
Africa.  Each grade level experienced three
30-minute lessons designed to meet both
state and district curriculum standards.

Beaudoin shared folktales and authentic
music, artifacts from the Karshner
Museum, extended classroom activities
such as writing and art projects related to
the lessons, and how museums contribute
to lifelong learning.

“Take your time — really look at the
artifacts,” Beaudoin said as a fifth-grade
class walked into the makeshift museum.

In a visit with kindergartners, Beaudoin
talked about museum collections and was
pleasantly surprised with a large show of
hands when she asked if students have
collections of their own. On her next
visit, they shared their collections in the
form of drawings on large pieces of
poster paper. Images of race cars, dolls,
shells, rocks, trains, ponies, and dino-
saurs filled the pages.

“This is wonderful,” said kindergarten
teacher Nancy Bagley. “The kids are so
intrigued with her — she has a way of
captivating their attention.”

A musician, a painter, and two dancers
have won state recognition in the annual
state Reflections contest.

The program’s highest honor — the
Outstanding Interpretation Award —
went to two Puyallup School District
elementary student dancers: third grader
Hayden Hopkins-Wilkins, of Stewart
Elementary, and sixth grader Kelsey
Pollard, of Shaw Road Elementary.

The next highest award — Award of
Excellence — was
presented to fourth
grader Paulina
Davison, of Zeiger
Elementary, and sixth
grader Alexa
Villanueva, of
Fruitland Elementary.

This is Hopkins-
Wilkins’ second trip
to the state awards

ceremony. The 8-year-old, who aspires to
be a professional jazz dancer, won the
state’s top award last year in choreogra-
phy/dance. This year she choreographed
and performed a lyrical dance (combina-
tion of ballet and jazz) to a song she said
speaks to discovering “the wonders of who
you are.” Her performance landed her the
top spot in the intermediate division.

Pollard described her
dance entry as a lyrical
dance with “big
movements and
stretching.” The 12-
year-old choreographed
and danced to a song
that allowed her to use
movement to express
the four seasons. Her
career goal is to be a

professional dancer, as well as possibly a
teacher in special education. She won the
award in the middle/junior division.

Davison won an award of excellence for
writing a song for the piano that featured her
as the soloist with background vocals by the

Ballou Junior High
School Concert Choir.
This is the third time the
9-year-old has won a
statewide Reflections
music award. Last year
she won outstanding
interpretation for a
musical composition.
Davison plans to pursue
music as a career,
possibly combining her

talents in singing and orchestra.

Villanueva received an award of excel-
lence for her acrylic painting depicting a
poor girl with sad eyes who is sitting
holding an old rag doll. The theme for this
year’s contest was “I Wonder Why.”
Villanueva said, “I just wondered why
with all the rich and wealthy people there
are still poor people?” The 12-year-old,

who is intent on
becoming a profes-
sional artist, is also
well known in the
Reflections circles.
This is the third time
her artwork has
placed at state.

The Reflections
program encourages
students in pre-
school through grade 12 to create and
submit works of art in literature, musical
composition, photography, visual arts,
choreography/dance, and film/video.

One award of outstanding interpretation
and five awards of excellence are
presented in each grade division
statewide in the six arts areas. The
students received their recognitions last
month at the annual state PTA Reflec-
tions awards ceremony in Burien.

Kelsey Pollard

Paulina
Davison

Alexa
Villanueva

Students win state awards in annual Reflections contest
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Hayden
H o p k i n s -
Wilkins


